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Assignment 1
	The main point that is being stressed in John Updike’s “A&P” is the ability of the author to resist society’s way and making an independent choice. The main character in this story decides to do his things in a different way from that of society by choosing to live honestly and meaningfully. This story attempts to value and promote the trait of being honest and telling the truth. In the story, Sammy, who is the main character, wants to make it clear to other people working in the grocery store that he is in no way like them.
	This story tells us that we should learn to go by our own decisions and not to follow what we think is not supposed to be. At the start of the story, Sammy appears to work in his own way. Change begins when Sammy is amused by the reactions of the young girls working in the store. The girls are in aim to distract the male workers, and Sammy even makes a mistake when writing his register. When Lengel argues that the girls are not decent, he begins to realize that change is good, and being different is really okay.
This story relates to my life and the world around me in that it enables me to view everything as it is. Through this story, I am able to understand that change is essential to fit the context of any situation. Initially, Sammy seems to put a lot of concentration on the girls, but in the end, he realizes that change is okay. From this story, I was able to appreciate the topic of the coming age and gained value from Sammy’s character.

Module 2 Discussion: What does it mean to grow up?
The elements of a short story that stand out the best include the plot, setting, and character. The plot appears to be a very important element since, with no plot, the story cannot be complete. The setting is also very important for a short story. The setting is important to give texture and depth to a story, hence making it real for the reader. Crafting a character who appears to be real is also an important element for a short story. Elements such as setting, symbolism, or characterization help us understand a story’s meaning by giving the reader the real picture of the story.
A popular movie that addresses the topic of coming of age is “The Karate Kid.” The movie answers the question “What does it mean to grow up?” by focusing on the growth of Daniel LaRusso, (Macchio) from when he is a teenager to adulthood. “Growing up” in this movie involves Daniel’s personal growth and change. The character relies more heavily on his emotional dialogues rather than action and makes a decision that affects the entire plot.
Something surprising that I learned in this module is the effect of a character on a story. I was able to learn that a story’s character plays a very important role and that the attractiveness of a story depends on the traits and nature of the character. When designing a story, the characters should be crafted to fit and suit the audience, hence making the story interesting.
The literary works address the ideas of this module by enabling the reader to expand their worldview and idea vocabulary. Literary works give unique perspectives of different writers while still giving different modes of understanding what it means to be human and to grow. The more the literary works that a reader gets familiar with, the more they are able to view the world in different ways.



McKenna Bowers Reply
Hi,
You have clearly and well explained the show, Disney Channel’s Hannah Montana, and how it addresses the topic of coming of age. The explanation is clear, and I can also relate the context of the story to the growth of Miley. The shift in this show is evident when Miley, who initially keeps her focus on school, starts going to parties and choosing the guy that she wants. It is also clear how Miley’s priorities change as she grows up, hence well addressing the question.
Stephanie Roman Reply
 Hi,
Your post is clear and satisfactory. The idea of coming of age is evident as shown by the character, Drew, Barrymore whose dreams of becoming a writer are shifted when she becomes pregnant. As you have stated, Barrymore is still determined to finish school despite being pregnant and getting married at 16. This shows the nature of determination in the show to accomplish the initial goal regardless of the shift that takes place.
